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Thediscovery of handwritten documents dating to New Testament times isa

rare event. Three such exciting discoveries have recently beenmadein Britain.

In the Bloomberg tablets (2016) we meet some of the Apostle Paul's contempo-

raries as they arranged loans and drew up contracts. In the professional and

personal correspondenceof the Vindolanda tablets (1983—2019) we getto

know the womenand men of a frontier fort. In the prayer requests of the Uley

tablets (2024) we meetpeoplefrom arural community who turned to their

local templein times of trouble. Telling the story of the discovery of those

three sets of tablets, this book introduces us to the kind of people who appear

in Luke-Acts and who were its first readers. Weareinvited to imagine how

people such as these—merchants and traders; centurions and women of

standing; ordinary farmers—might haveunderstood Luke-Acts had they RICHARD CL EAVES’ 2 Minister of

becomefollowers of the Way of Jesus. Servingas aguide to the world of the Congregational Federation churches latterly in Cheltenham,

New Testament in Roman Britain, this book brings Luke-Actsto life in unex-  taught New Testament in the Congregational Institute for

pected ways and throws new light on the way the first followers of Jesus Practical Theology. Since Gloucester’s 1997 celebration of

negotiated the Empire. its foundation as a colonia he has researched the world of
the New Testament in Roman Britain and caught the
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. . imagination of adults and children in his preaching and
I n CO nvers atl on wi th J on ath an Ta I IO n teaching. He hopes this book will inspire others to read the

New Testament in the context of early Roman Britain.
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“This book offers a stimulating and original way to explore the Roman world of Luke-Acts by way of recent archaeological finds in Roman Britain."
—Loveday Alexander, EmeritusProfessorof Biblical Studies, University of Sheffield

“In this remarkable book, Richard Cleaves shows—more clear(l;l than anyone has before—the broad interconnections and parallels between the literacies of
Roman Britain and those of the contemporaneous eastern Mediterranean."

—G reg Woolf, LeonLevyDirector of the Institute for the Study of the Ancient World, New York University

“Cleaves brings realism to an understanding of Luke-Acts by presenting first-hand, near-contemporary evidence of types of people, practices, and ideas seen in the
biblical texts. The astonishingly preserved real people of Roman Britin bring new and illuminating depth to a reading of Luke-Acts."

—Peter Oakes, Rylands Professor of Biblical Criticism and Exegesis, University of Manchester
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